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§ 612.2260 Standards of conduct for
agents.

(a) Agents of System institutions
shall maintain high standards of hon-
esty, integrity, and impartiality in
order to ensure the proper performance
of System business and continued pub-
lic confidence in the System and all its
institutions. The avoidance of mis-
conduct and conflicts of interest is in-
dispensable to the maintenance of
these standards.

(b) System institutions shall utilize
safe and sound business practices in
the engagement, utilization, and reten-
tion of agents. These practices shall
provide for the selection of qualified
and reputable agents. Employing Sys-
tem institutions shall be responsible
for the administration of relationships
with their agents, and shall take ap-
propriate investigative and corrective
action in the case of a breach of fidu-
ciary duties by the agent or failure of
the agent to carry out other agent du-
ties as required by contract, FCA regu-
lations, or law.

(c) System institutions shall be re-
sponsible for exercising corresponding
special diligence and control, through
good business practices, to avoid or
control situations that have inherent
potential for sensitivity, either real or
perceived. These areas include the em-
ployment of agents who are related to
directors or employees of the institu-
tions; the solicitation and acceptance
of gifts, contributions, or special con-
siderations by agents; and the use of
System and borrower information ob-
tained in the course of the agent’s as-
sociation with System institutions.

§ 612.2270 Purchase of System obliga-
tions.

(a) Employees and directors of Sys-
tem institutions, other than the Fed-
eral Farm Credit Banks Funding Cor-
poration, may only purchase joint, con-
solidated, or Systemwide obligations
that are:

(1) Part of an offering available to
the general public; and

(2) Purchased through a dealer or
dealer bank affiliated with a member
of the selling group designated by the
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding
Corporation or purchased in the sec-
ondary market.

(b) No director or employee of the
Federal Farm Credit Banks Funding
Corporation may purchase or otherwise
acquire, directly or indirectly, except
by inheritance, any joint, consolidated,
or Systemwide obligation.
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I and II of the Farm Credit Act

SOURCE: 62 FR 4441, Jan. 30, 1997, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 613.3000 Financing for farmers,
ranchers, and aquatic producers or
harvesters.

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this
subpart, the following definitions
apply:

(1) Bona fide farmer or rancher means
a person owning agricultural land or
engaged in the production of agricul-
tural products, including aquatic prod-
ucts under controlled conditions.

(2) Legal entity means any partner-
ship, corporation, estate, trust, or
other legal entity that is established
pursuant to the laws of the United
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States, any State thereof, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the District
of Columbia, or any tribal authority
and is legally authorized to conduct a
business.

(3) Person means an individual who is
a citizen of the United States or a for-
eign national who has been lawfully ad-
mitted into the United States either
for permanent residency pursuant to 8
U.S.C. 1101(a)(20) or on a visa pursuant
to a provision in 8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)
that authorizes such individual to own
property or operate or manage a busi-
ness or a legal entity.

(4) Producer or harvester of aquatic
products means a person engaged in
producing or harvesting aquatic prod-
ucts for economic gain in open waters
under uncontrolled conditions.

(b) Eligible borrower. Farm Credit in-
stitutions that operate under titles I or
II of the Act may provide financing to
a bona fide farmer or rancher, or pro-
ducer or harvester of aquatic products
for any agricultural or aquatic purpose
and for other credit needs.

§ 613.3005 Lending objective.
It is the objective of each bank and

association, except for banks for co-
operatives, to provide full credit, to the
extent of creditworthiness, to the full-
time bona fide farmer (one whose pri-
mary business and vocation is farming,
ranching, or producing or harvesting
aquatic products); and conservative
credit to less than full-time farmers for
agricultural enterprises, and more re-
stricted credit for other credit require-
ments as needed to ensure a sound
credit package or to accommodate a
borrower’s needs as long as the total
credit results in being primarily an ag-
ricultural loan. However, the part-time
farmer who needs to seek off-farm em-
ployment to supplement farm income
or who desires to supplement off-farm
income by living in a rural area and is
carrying on a valid agricultural oper-
ation, shall have availability of credit
for mortgages, other agricultural pur-
poses, and family needs in the preferred
position along with full-time farmers.
Loans to farmers shall be on an in-
creasingly conservative basis as the
emphasis moves away from the full-
time bona fide farmer to the point
where agricultural needs only will be

financed for the applicant whose busi-
ness is essentially other than farming.
Credit shall not be extended where in-
vestment in agricultural assets for
speculative appreciation is a primary
factor.

§ 613.3010 Financing for processing or
marketing operations.

(a) Eligible borrowers. A borrower is
eligible for financing for a processing
or marketing operation under titles I
and II of the Act, only if the borrower
meets the following requirements:

(1) The borrower is either a bona fide
farmer, rancher, or producer or har-
vester of aquatic products, or is a legal
entity in which eligible borrowers
under § 613.3000(b) own more than 50
percent of the voting stock or equity;
and

(2) The borrower or an owner of the
borrowing legal entity regularly pro-
duces some portion of the throughput
used in the processing or marketing op-
eration.

(b) Portfolio restrictions for certain
processing and marketing loans. Process-
ing or marketing loans to eligible bor-
rowers who regularly supply less than
20 percent of the throughput are sub-
ject to the following restrictions:

(1) Bank limitation. The aggregate of
such processing and marketing loans
made by a Farm Credit bank shall not
exceed 15 percent of all its outstanding
retail loans at the end of the preceding
fiscal year.

(2) Association limitation. The aggre-
gate of such processing and marketing
loans made by all direct lender associa-
tions affiliated with the same Farm
Credit bank shall not exceed 15 percent
of the aggregate of their outstanding
retail loans at the end of the preceding
fiscal year. Each Farm Credit bank, in
conjunction with all its affiliated di-
rect lender associations, shall ensure
that such processing or marketing
loans are equitably allocated among its
affiliated direct lender associations.

(3) Calculation of outstanding retail
loans. For the purposes of this para-
graph, ‘‘outstanding retail loans’’ in-
cludes loans, loan participations, and
other interests in loans that are either
bought without recourse or sold with
recourse.
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